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Lee recognizes top students for
academic and extracurricular
achievements
  
BAYTOWN, TX — As Lee College prepares for the end of the semester and the 2017
Spring Commencement Ceremony, dozens of the best and brightest students received
awards and recognition for achieving excellence this year in academic programs and
extracurricular activities.

At the annual Presidential Honors Day in the Performing Arts Center, top students in
every Academic Studies and Applied Sciences discipline were called on stage one
by one to receive plaques and certificates. Faculty members selected many of the
honorees for their outstanding grades and performance in the classroom or laboratory,
mastery of key course concepts and skills and display of intellectual curiosity and
growth. Others were chosen for having a strong work ethic and enthusiasm for subject
matter, helping and encouraging their classmates and being persistent in overcoming
obstacles to reach success.

“Lee College has positively impacted our lives and the least we can do is represent it
well. You all have met that mark,” said Kyle Diamond, a 2016 Hall of Fame inductee and
president of the Student Government Association for the 2016-17 school year. “Your
excellence in service and academics guarantees that Lee College will maintain its spot
as a point of pride in this community.”

The first-ever Presidential Recognition Luncheon in the Rundell Hall Conference Center
complemented the traditional Honors Day ceremony, celebrating students for high
achievement in co-curricular and extracurricular activities – from presenting original
research at academic conferences, to performing in a national theatre festival and
playing well on the basketball and volleyball courts. Students received medallions
and certificates for winning campus, district, regional, state and national awards and
scholarships through participation in the Honors Program, Webb Historical Society,
Mendoza Debate Society, Model United Nations, Visual and Performing Arts, Athletics
and Service Learning.

The five newest inductees into the Lee College Hall of Fame were recognized at
both Honors Day and the Recognition Luncheon: JaVonte Cooper; Justin Mathews;
Cynthia Rose Pizana; Brenna Sallee, who was named Most Representative; and
Adrian Touchstone. Hall of Fame honorees are the students who best represent
academic excellence, extracurricular involvement, campus leadership and dedication to
community service.

“You take Lee College far beyond Baytown — throughout the region, into the state and
even to the nation’s capital and New York City — and you have made this institution
something very special,” said Pres. Dr. Dennis Brown, who presented the awards to
each honoree at the luncheon. “Your involvement has made a difference in your life,
and the tools you’ve gathered here will serve you well today and into the future. One
day, someone will follow in your footsteps and thank you for leading the way.”
  


